MITX Names Kiki Mills President and Appoints Eight New Board Members 

Cambridge, Mass.– Aug. 5, 2009 – The Massachusetts Innovation & Technology Exchange (MITX) has named Kiki Mills president.  MITX is the country’s leading nonprofit association for the Internet business and marketing industry, with the mission to promote New England as the nation’s premier innovation center for the digital industry.  Emily Green, president and CEO of Yankee Group, who had been serving as MITX’s president, was named vice chairman of the board.
Mills joined the organization in 1999 and has served as its executive director since 2005.  Working in conjunction with the MITX board of directors, Mills has developed a strategic agenda to drive the growth of New England’s digital industry, highlighting three core initiatives:

· Industry Advancement: Increase awareness of the significant and growing economic contribution and job engine offered by the digital industry

· Talent Retention: Ensure the abundant young talent stays in the region  

· Community Building: Be the force which cultivates and unifies the digital community 

In addition to creating an action plan to develop the local digital economy, Mills has begun outreach to interactive marketing associations across the country to catalyze a movement for the Internet business and marketing industry on a national level.
Mills’ appointment comes at an exciting time for both the organization and the industry.  MITX’s membership increased nearly 10 percent in the last year, and attendance of MITX-sponsored events is up around 15 percent.  Mirroring MITX’s expansion, the local digital industry has experienced continued growth.  According to a recent MITX survey, the Internet business and marketing industry contributed $28 billion to the New England economy in 2008 alone, up 20 percent over 2007.   
“Over the past decade, Kiki’s leadership has energized our organization and mobilized our membership to make a powerful and positive impact on the growing New England Internet business and marketing community,” said Emily Green, MITX’s vice chairman of the board.  “Her passion for helping individuals and businesses connect, grow and thrive in the digital community ecosystem is one of a kind.  I can think of no one better suited to lead this organization to the next level of success.”

MITX has also named eight new members to its 35-member Board of Directors, an esteemed group of marketing visionaries, accomplished entrepreneurs and industry leaders.  The new members are:
· Dave Balter, Founder/CEO of BzzAgent, Inc.

· Sean M. Belka, Senior Vice President, Director of Fidelity Center for Applied Technology

· Jim Crowley, President and CEO, Turbine, Inc.

· Jennifer Floren, Founder & CEO, Experience, Inc.

· Brian Halligan, co-founder and CEO, HubSpot

· David Martin, Innovation Center Executive, IBM Interactive
· Andrew Miller, CEO, Quattro Wireless 

· Gus Weber, Community Relations and Business Development Manager, Microsoft, New England Research and Development 
· Robert Wood, Chief Development Officer, Akamai

###

About MITX
Established in 1996, The Massachusetts Innovation & Technology Exchange (MITX) is the region's premier professional organization for the Internet business and marketing industry.  Reaching more than 7,500 professionals in New England, MITX is the community for thought leadership, building business relationships and professional training and development.  Members of the MITX community take advantage of events, sponsorships, speaking opportunities and networking to make business connections and exchange ideas.  With more than 70 events annually, MITX provides its members with the opportunity to promote their companies to targeted audiences and provides a valuable forum for networking to source potential business leads, partnerships, ideas, funding and other likeminded peers in the industry.  MITX is headquartered in Cambridge, Mass.  For more information please visit mitx.org.
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